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blind to every view but his own, saves them the trouble
of thinking at all by telling them what to think.  And
to this end he surrounds his victims, so far as he can,
with a barrage of fire from cinemas, loud speakers,
speeches, lectures, songs, dramas, cartoons, posters, and
leaflets, till all thought or reflection becomes impossible;
and employing all the arts of the advertiser, he con-
tinues to do this till the mind is 'doped' and mesmerized,
and sometimes even inflamed, into action.  Of teaching
we cannot have too much; but of propaganda we can
hardly have too little. Judiciously used as a handmaid to
teaching and not as its supplanter, propaganda may
possibly be of use where only material issues are con-
cerned and uniformity of practice is manifestly both
feasible and desirable.   But in the Indian village few
issues are purely material, and there is such diversity
that uniformity is rarely either feasible or desirable.
The last few days afford several illustrations of the
danger of overlooking this diversity.   Manure pits have
been dug in villages that do not want them,1 Hissar
bulls given to areas that do not like them, and Gurgaon
ploughs and Persian wheels bought by those who do
not use them.  I incline therefore to think that the free
use of propaganda was only less a mistake than the free
use of official authority; for, as official authority was
made a substitute for persuasion, mass propaganda to
a large extent took the place of individual teaching.  It
is significant that, for want of this teaching and because
growth was too fast, the co-operative movement in the
district also failed in its first effort.

If I have felt it necessary to criticize the methods
employed in the Experiment, it is because there are
signs of their being used elsewhere, and I do not think

1 A weU-informed correspondent writes (October 1929): *If a pit is filled
up and the time for taking the manure to the fields has not arrived, a second
pit is not dug and the rubbish and refuse are heaped over the surface of the
old pit.* But, he adds, there is now this difference, that the people consider
pits useful and use them when an official comes round. There is, however,
no spontaneous habit, "perhaps owing to their indifference or laziness'.